Abstract. Croton campanulatus, a new species from southeastern Brazil in the states of Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro, is here described and illustrated. Morphological data indicate that this species belongs to Croton section Cleodora based on its arborescent habit, pistillate flowers with imbricate sepals, reduced petals, and multifid styles that are fused at the base.
Croton L. is the second largest genus in the family Euphorbiaceae, with an estimated 1223 species (Govaerts et al., 2000) . The genus occurs mostly in tropical regions worldwide, but also has some representatives in subtropical and northern temperate areas. In the Neotropics, its centers of diversity are Brazil, the West Indies, and Mexico (Burger & Huft, 1995) . In Brazil, Croton is represented by around 300 species, including herbs, shrubs, and trees occupying all types of vegetation, but with the greatest number of species concentrated in the eastern part of the country.
Croton campanulatus, a new species of Croton sect. Cleodora (Klotzsch) Baill., is known from the Brazilian states of Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro, where it grows in montane areas of Serra da Mantiqueira, in Atlantic rain forest. Tree 4-5 m tall, monoecious, indument rufous-silvery, lepidote trichomes without a central ray, those pale, reddish or sometimes with a reddish center and a pale margin, 0.3-0.5 mm; branchlets cylindric, strongly striate, rufous-silvery, covered by reddish and scattered pale trichomes. Leaves alternate; lamina 3.5-17.5× 1.5-9.5 cm, ovate, discolorous, upper surface green with scattered pale trichomes and lower surface silvery with scattered reddish trichomes or trichomes with a reddish center and a pale margin, apex acuminate, base rounded to truncate, margin entire, upper surface lepidote, lower surface densely lepidote, venation pinnate, brochidodromous, secondary veins 4-6, abruptly upturned towards the next ones, tertiary veins percurrent; petiole 1.5-9 cm long, with a pair of stalked acropetiolar glands; stipules decid-uous. Inflorescence 4-12 cm long, terminal, without interruption between the pistillate and staminate cymules; inflorescence axis appressed, striate, lepidote; proximal cymules bisexual, with 1 pistillate flower and 2 staminate flowers, distal cymules with 3 staminate flowers; bracts 4-9 mm long, ovate-lanceolate, prophylls 1-2 mm long, lanceolate. Staminate flowers 8-10 mm long, campanulate, pedicels 2-3 mm long; calyx 3-4 mm long, lepidote externally, rufous-silvery, covered by reddish and scattered pale trichomes, glabrate internally; calyx lobes united half of their length, 1.5-2 mm long, entire, equal, valvate, ovate, apex acute; petals 5 mm long, spathulate, apex obtuse to rounded, lepidote externally; disk 5-segmented; stamens ca. 25, filaments subulate; receptacle villous with simple trichomes. Pistillate flowers 8-10 mm long, campanulate, not fleshy, sessile to short pedicellate; calyx 7-9 mm long, lepidote externally, rufous-silvery, covered by reddish and scattered pale trichomes, glabrate internally; sepals 5, 7-9 mm long, equal, quincuncial, broadly ovate, not fleshy; petals reduced to glands; disk entire, deeply 5-lobed; ovary globose, lepidote; styles 3, tetrafid, slightly joined at the base, inserted. Capsules 10-15 mm long, globose, lepidote, calyx strongly accrescent and inflated, covering the young fruit, pedicel slightly accrescent; seeds 6-8 mm long, globose-elliptic, smooth.
Croton campanulatus
Distribution and habitat.-Brazil, in Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro states (Fig. 2) . Croton campanulatus is found along streams and roadsides in montane rain forests of the Mata Atlântica region, between 900 and 1500 m elevation. The species grows in sympatry with other arborescent species of Croton, namely Croton organensis Baill. (another member of sect. Cleodora) and C. vulnerarius Baill. (sect. Cyclostigma Griseb.).
Etymology.-The specific epithet of this new species refers to its campanulate calyx, present in both staminate and pistillate flowers.
Following the sectional synopsis of Croton by Webster (1993) , the new species fits the morphological definition of Croton section Cleodora (Klotzsch) Baill. by virtue of its arborescent habit, pistillate flowers with imbricate sepals, reduced petals, and multifid styles. In addition to these characters indicated by Webster (1993), members of section Cleodora have the styles fused at the base, as in Croton campanulatus, or fused almost half of their length in some other species.
Among the other species of section Cleodora, Croton campanulatus is morphologically most similar to C. hemiargyreus Müll. Arg., a species with an apparently disjunct distribution, from dry forests in southeastern Brazil (São Paulo, Minas Gerais and Rio de Janeiro) and from the state of Pernambuco in northeastern Brazil. Croton campanulatus differs from C. hemiargyreus in several features as indicated in Table I . In addition, several herbarium collections of Croton cam- panulatus have been erroneously identified as Croton salutaris Casar. (another member of sect. Cleodora), but the two species can easily be separated by several floral and vegetative characters (Table I) .
Molecular data based on the ITS and the chloroplast trnL-F regions, individually and in combination, give results consistent with morphology and indicate that Croton campanulatus belongs to sect. Cleodora (Caruzo et al., in prep). 
